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Potter, James J.; Yan, X. Winston; Cantarero, Rodrigo
and Rameriz, Blanca (Nebraska, Lincoln) The Impact
of Population Increase on Residents' Perceptions of Their
Quality of Life. Throughout the world, people are mi-
grating to find jobs and to seek a better life. As agri-
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cultural processors locate plants in rural areas with
raw materials and lower labor costs, towns are expe-
riencing pressures. They are experiencing an increase
in the number of jobs available and a shortage of af-
fordable housing to meet the needs of a growing popu-
lation. To better understand the needs and percep-
tions of residents in a small midwestern town (popu-
lation: 4,151), a multidisciplinary research team from
the College of Architecture at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln conducted a study between Septem-
ber 1995 and May 1996. The focus of the project was
to explore the effects of recent population growth on
housing and other physical environmental factors re-
lated to the quality of life. Data was collected from
both long-time residents (more than 15 years) and
newly-arrived residents (less than five years), utiliz-
ing a door-to-door survey technique. The data was
analyzed through frequency distribution, means, and
variances. The data was examined in both an aggre-
gated manner as well as separated to determine what
the similarities and differences were between the long
time and newly arrived residents. The survey results
clearly show that many issues exist in which long-time
and newly-arrived residents perceptions are quite
similar. But, there are also a number of issues in which
resident perceptions tend to differ. What actions could
be taken to improve housing conditions? What can
be learned from the results that could help bring about
positive changes in other similar communities? The
presentation will attempt to answer these and other
questions.
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